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Captain John Churchill and Sarah Jennings
were married. The " good fairy" at their
marriage, in Mr. Churchill's words, was Sarah's
mistress, Mary of Modena, second wife of James,
Duke of York. Ten years later-such are the
exigencies of political life-we shall see John and
Sarah egging on Mary of Modena's step-daughter
to blackguard the character and morals of this
" good fairy " of their wedding day.

The married life of the Churchills opened in
what was for persons of their class and ambi-
tions a condition of comparative poverty. John
had to manage on the rather variable per-
quisites of a Colonel of Foot, a commission
which he was allowed to purchase in February,
1678, and on his salary as Gentleman of the
Bedchamber and later Master of the Wardrobe
to James, Duke of York. To maintain their
place in high society without private means
demanded the most rigid economy. At first the
ambitious young couple could afford no home of
their own and Sarah was packed off to live with
her parents-in-law in the country. Sarah
promptly quarrelled with her mother-in-law, as
she had previously quarrelled with her own
mother, and ultimately John took a house in
Jermyn Street, London, where he had had his
bachelor lodgings.

There is no doubt that it was in these years
of scraping and straitened circumstances that
Churchill acquired those habits of " meanness "
and " avarice M for which he was famous through-
out his life. The need to earn an adequate